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From the Chief Editor’s Desk
Joan Houston Hall

As is our tradition, we use the Winter issue of 
the DARE Newsletter to recognize and thank 

the many generous friends who have helped to 
keep this monumental project afloat. We are grate-
ful both to the individuals who have dug deep into 
their pockets and to the foundations that have con-
tinued their giving through straitened economic 
times. As always, we extend special thanks to 
the National Endowment for the Humanities, the 
National Science Foundation, and the University of 
Wisconsin–Madison for their critical support.

As is not traditional, this Winter issue is an ab-
breviated version of its usual form. The photo at 
right gives a taste of what some DARE staffers 
are currently absorbed in: with more than 15,000 
cross-references and see-references to be checked 
in Volume V, sometimes it’s easiest to sit smack in 
the middle of things! (Computers make it easy to 
list and sort the cross-references, but only human 
beings can tell if they make sense.)

Other staff members are making last changes 
to the text, doing final proofreadings, preparing 
DARE’s signature maps, and putting finishing 
touches on the approximately 15,000 bibliographic 
entries.

We look forward to bringing you up to date in 
our Spring/Summer issue, which will be full of 
the news from Lake Mendota. In the meantime, 
if you are able to assist in keeping DARE finan-
cially healthy, we welcome your gifts. (Copy the 
coupon on page 2 if you prefer not to cut up your 
Newsletter!) Jon Sorenson, DARE’s UW Foundation 
Director of Development, would also be pleased to 
talk with you about other ways to contribute. He 
can be reached at <jon.sorenson@supportuw.org> 
or at (608) 262-7211.  F

DARE Was There: The 1940s
Landon Risteen

Over the years, we’ve enjoyed catching up with for-
mer DARE staffers and student workers in the pages 
of this Newsletter. We’re pleased to share this reminis-
cence from a UW–Madison alumnus who was one of 
Prof. Frederic Cassidy’s students before the DARE proj-
ect officially began.

There were folks in our class that did not talk 
about a “potluck dinner.” They spoke of a 

“covered-dish” or “coverdish,” and one fellow said 
it was a “kivvered-dish.” There were others who 
had never heard of a “bubbler” and only drank 

Review Editor George Goebel checking cross-references
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from a “water fountain.” Most of us thought the 
space between the street and the sidewalk was a 
“tree bank,” but some called it the “boulevard”; 
others said it was the “parking,” as odd as that 
sounded.

This was the University of Wisconsin in the 
winter of 1949, and the class was English 124, 
taught by Frederic Cassidy. The course was called 
Language and Literature for Teachers, and it was 
about linguistics, phonetics, and the history of 
English. And it agreed with me big-time. Professor 
Cassidy had the right stuff, the subject matter was 
fascinating, and on top of that, we spent a lot of 
time discussing regional variations in American 
speech. Cassidy had been compiling information 
on that subject for a couple of years, he said, and 
gave the impression that it was very, very impor-
tant to him. I’m not sure he and his colleagues 
knew then that their research would grow specifi-
cally into DARE, but, in fact, it did. 

Many on the UW faculty were renowned in 
their fields, and people like “Wild Bill” Kiekhofer 
(Econ 101), Harry Harlow (Psych 1), Helen White 
(Shakespearean Drama 37a), Ricardo Quintana 
(English Literature 33a), and Karl Bottke (French 
10a) were at the top of their game. So was Frederic 
Cassidy. 

He taught us about the International Phonetic 
Alphabet (IPA) and how much more accurate and 
descriptive it was than most dictionary pronuncia-
tion keys then in vogue. This was so, he said, be-
cause in the IPA there was a symbol for each sound 
in English––that is to say, 43 symbols, not 56 or 58, 
as in many dictionaries. He was a great proponent 
of the schwa symbol––the “upside-down e”––to 
represent the unstressed vowel sound. Most of this 
was new to our class of potential English teachers, 
but it made great sense, seemed eminently practi-
cal, and stuck with me for the rest of my life. 

In fact, when I returned from service with the 
U.S. Army Medics in the Korean War, I got a job 
teaching English at Stoughton High School. I felt 
the things we had learned in English 124 were so 
important that I should try to share some of them 
with my students. So I introduced them to the 
IPA and to a few ideas pertinent to the history of 
English. A few days later I was called to the super-
intendent’s office and reminded that the Stoughton 
curriculum did not include either of those concepts, 
and they should not be part of my instruction. 

So I left Wisconsin and went to work for Scott 
Foresman Publishing Co. for the next fifty years. 
It was a place that believed in the IPA, the schwa, 
and linguistic history as important and essential 

to the study of English and to instructional materi-
als. As the years passed, it turned out Professor 
Cassidy’s language research was not only on target 
but in the bull’s-eye, and we were all the better off 
for it.  F

Frederic Cassidy in 1949, showing off plans for the 
Wisconsin English Language Survey, a precursor to the 
DARE project
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DARE Bascom Hill Contributor
$25,000 and above

Franklin Philanthropic Foundation, IL
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, NY
National Endowment for the 

Humanities, DC
National Science Foundation, DC

DARE Lake Mendota Associate
$10,000–$24,999

John A. Shea, IL
UW–Madison Graduate School, WI

DARE Family Member
$1,000–$9,999

Gregory P. Alfus, IL
Martha G. Blalock, WI
John G. Bordie, TX
Joan Houston Hall, WI
Wade T. & Mary Lu Wright  

Mitchell, GA
Cynthia L. Moore, FL
New York Times Foundation, Inc., NY
Charles T. & Anne Mulgrew Scott, WI
UW–Madison College of Letters & 

Science, WI

DARE Circle of Friends
$500–$999

Michael P. Adams, IN
Butterfly Foundation, Inc., NY
Claire M. Cassidy & John Rosine, MD
Chevron Matching Gift Program, NJ
Karen Cornwell & Kenneth  

Hammel, WI
Mary E. McAndrews, WI
Robert H. Moore, VA
Lee A. Pederson, GA
William A. & Sue M. Pogue, AL
David E. Quady Jr., CA
George L. & Kathleen K. Schueppert, IL
Sabrina A. Summers, AL

DARE Supporter
Up to $499

Louie W. & Barbara Attebery, ID
John J. & Barbara L. Augenstein, WI
Richard W. & Julia R. Huttar Bailey, MI

Ellouise W. Beatty, WI
Karl N. Benghauser, MI
Robert W. & Jean H. Bonar, CA
Russell H. Boothroyd, WI
Lloyd R. & Genevieve J. Bostian, WI
Elizabeth Abell Brinkman, OH
Susan P. Bryant-Kimball, NH
Ronald R. Butters, NC
Charlotte Cassidy, CT
H. Alexander Cassidy, CO
Victor M. Cassidy, IL
Cisco Systems, Inc., CA
Joyce S. Cohrs, GA
David Y. & Annabelle Collins, WI
Alfred C. Cottrell, NC
Richard Davis, WI
Vincent Dimarco, Canada
Douglas W. Downey, IL
Gary S. Dunbar, NY
Richard H. Ekman, NJ
Karen V.N. Ellis, VA
Catherine L. Ellsworth, NY
Carrie A. Estill, France
Harold Frederick Farwell Jr., NC
Matthew D. Flannery, NJ
Godfrey L. & M. Irene Gattiker, PA
Eugenia C. Gengler, AZ
Betty Ruth George, AK
L. Kenneth & Elizabeth D.  

Hammond, GA
Orin K. Hargraves, MD
Kathleen A. Hasse, VA
Carolyn M. Hayes, WI
Michael M.T. Henderson, KS
Hope Holiner & Michael  

Wolkowitz, NY
Julia A. Ihlenfeldt, WI
Stanley L. & Shirley S. Inhorn, WI
Herrick & Elaine N. Jackson, CA
Telise E. Johnsen, WI
Mary S. Kamps, WI
Ellin M. Kelly, IL
Nicolas K. Kiessling, WA
Christopher & Margaret Kleinhenz, WI
William A. Kretzschmar Jr., GA
John & Virginia Moore Kruse, WI
Sidney I. Landau, NY
Robert G. & Nancy W. Lewis, FL

Cosima V. Lyttle, GA
Jane & Louis J. Maher Jr., WI
Dan McCammon, WI
Beverly A. McGraw, VA
Janet L. & Thomas C. Monk, WI
S. Martha Montevallo, AZ
Sherrill J. Munson, WI
Betty P. Nelson, TN
Patricia T. O’Conner, CT
Joan A. Paulson, WI
Jack O. & Beverly J. Pfister, WI
Terry Pratt, Canada
Dennis R. & Carol G. Preston, OK
Richard H. & Bonnie B. Quinn, NE
Mary J. Resnik, MD
Peter N. Richardson, OR
Andrew A. Rossbach, MD
Eric R. & Nancy T. Rude, WI
Jane McCleary Saral, GA
Wilbert & Genevieve Schauer, FL
Yvonne J. Schofer, WI
Leslie J. Scott, OH
Michael C. Shapiro, WA
Hascall Sharp, NC
John M. Smith, WI
Rose B. Smith, WI
Geneva Smitherman, MI
Anne J. Stone, MD
Berkley A. & Annemarie H.  

Tague, CO
Judith A. Taylor, WI
John Tinkler, TN
James A. Trennepohl, MD
Richard P. Vacca, MA
Patricia A. VanDyke, MO
Barbara J. Vass, WI
Richard G. Vega, IL
Ronald W. & Margaret E. Wallace, WI
Nancy E. & John G. Webster, WI
Marc S. & Leslie A. Weinberger, WI
Jean Whitaker, TX
Joseph J. Wiesenfarth, WI
Anna M. Williams, WI
Rosalind Woodward, WI
George T. Wright, AZ
Bettie Zillman, WI
Ernest G. ZumBrunnen, OR
Arnold M. Zwicky, CA

The Dictionary of American Regional English is grateful for the support of these donors in 2010. Gifts were  
received by the Dictionary of American Regional English Fund and the Frederic G. Cassidy DARE Fund.  

Because this is a national project, it is particularly meaningful that gifts were  
received from supporters in thirty-two states and the District of  

Columbia (and friends in Canada and France as well).  
Please consider joining the ranks of DARE  

contributors in 2011.

CONTRIBUTORS TO DARE IN 2010
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